354 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


lias reached adolescence operation is useless. C. The posthemiplegic 
epilepsy of adults: In these cases operation is entirely valueless. 

The conclusions deducible from the preceding remarks are as fol¬ 
lows: 1. Operations for epilepsy are distinctly disappointing and 
rarely curative, and are indicated in only a small proportion of cases. 
2. They frequently produce temporary benefit. 3. They may save life, 
but they are not entirely free from danger, and occasionally leave the 
patient worse than before. 4. The mortality, though small, is not 
inconsiderable. 5. The actual number of complete recoveries is prob¬ 
ably under 5 per cent. G. No case should be claimed to have been 
cured until from three to five years have elapsed since the operation. 
7. Even after operation medical treatment and supervision should be 
exercised for a long period of time. 
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Adrenalin in Ocular Therapeutics.—M. Darier, at a meeting of the 
Socidtd d’Ophthalmologie de Paris, spoke as follows of the use of this 
drug in ophthalmology: As a means of diagnosis of beginning iritis it 
is very useful when there is hesitancy in instilling atropine. By means 
of it episcleritis may be easily differentiated from pustule of the limbus. 
Certain doubtful forms of conjunctivitis may be recognized as granular 
by its use. From a therapeutic point of view, adrenalin exaggerates 
the action upon the eye of the various alkaloids; cocaine antEstnetizes 
an inflamed eye without otherwise affecting the organ if adrenalin has 
been first applied. Combined with it, cocaine will render great service 
in conjunctivitis and lessens the pain of topical applications as well. 
Its use makes catheterization of the tear-duct unnecessary, for a simple 
injection does away with the stenotic action of the mucous membrane. 
When eserine or atropine fail in their usual action upon the pupil, com¬ 
bination with adrenalin obviates the difficulty. Its use facilitates opera¬ 
tions upon the conjunctiva because of the ischtemia which it produces, 
but after iridectomy its employment may be followed by hemorrhage into 
the anterior chamber. In corneal lesions, such as ulcerations, it should 
not be used, but in episcleritis it produces excellent results .—Revue de 
llUhrapcutiquc, 1904, No. 9, p. 313. 

Adrenalin in Glaucoma.— Dr. Grand clement reports an instance 
of severe and marked glaucoma cured by this agent. The treatment 
consisted in the instillation into the affected eye every half-hour for 
three consecutive days of a 1:5000 solution of adrenalin. The 
course and outcome of this case encourage the belief that it may be 
possible to cure the various forms of glaucoma by this simple means. 
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doing away with the difficult and painful operation of iridectomy. The 
chief element in the treatment is to know how to employ this strong and 
dangerous vasoconstrictor. Two points must be carefully noticed: (1) 
To instil the adrenalin sufficiently long to momentarily stop the secretion 
of the intraocular fluids and to cause a perceptible diminution of the 
tension. (2) To carefully avoid the production of a dangerous and 
irremediable hypertension .—Journal de mtdecine de Parts, 1904. No. 
17, p. 167 


Adrenalin in Cancers of the Respiratory Passages.—M. Maher has 
employed this agent in cancers of the laiynx and of the mouth with the 
result of improving the condition of the patients, suppressing the ten¬ 
dency to hemorrhage and lessening the pain. M. Ichard has in a 
number of cases obtained an almost complete cicatrization of the 
ulcerating surfaces and has stayed the growth of the lesions in one 
patient for a period of sixteen months. A 1 :1000 solution was at first 
employed, but it had the disadvantage of deteriorating rapidly upon 
exposure to the air. A permanent powder, such as the following: 
adrenalin, 5 parts; tartaric acid, 5 parts; sodium chloride, 90 parts, 
from which a fresh solution of 1 :1000 strength may be readily made, 
obviates this difficulty. The applications of the adrenalin are usually 
made every two days. By this treatment epitheliomata of the'larynx, 
of the tongue and of other regions, such as the breast, are greatly 
relieved. —Journal de midecine et de chirurgie 'pratiques, 1904, No. 7, 
p. 258 


Iodine Glycerole in Granular Conjunctivitis.— Dr. Jablowski has 
obtained excellent results from the employment of this remedy in this 
condition. _ The strength of his solution is 1 part in 60. With this he 
paints the inflamed conjunctiva. The application is only slightly pain¬ 
ful, and the treatment seems to have a particularly favorable action 
upon old granulations which have become acutely inflamed and in 
recurrent cases which have been treated with silver nitrate. Also in 
trachomatous pannus the iodine acts well and is likely to cause perma¬ 
nent cure. The duration of the treatment varies with the gravity of 
the lesion. Cure is .usually complete after from three to four months of 
daily applications .—La semaine midicale, 1904, No. 15, p. 120. 

Intravenous Injections of Sodium Salicylate in Rheumatism.— Dr. 
Felix Mendel reports excellent results from this treatment, even in 
rebellious cases. Ilis formula is as follows, the caffeine being added to 
lessen the tendency to local irritation: sodium salicylate, 2.2 drachms; 
caffeine, 20 grains; distilled water, 12.5 drachms. Thirty minims of 
this solution are injected and repeated twice a day in severe cases. In 
those less severe the injections may be given as infrequently as every 
three days. In 80 cases of monarticular and polyarticular rheumatism, 
sciatica, lumbago, and rheumatic pleurisy so treated the effects have 
been very good. The injections are given into one of the larger veins 
of the arm .—La semaine midicale, 1904, No. 16, p. 128. 


Quinic Acid in Gouty Conditions — Dr. J. Weiss advocates the use, 
in these conditions, of quinic acid alone, or, perhaps, preferably, in 
combination with lithium, the combination being termed urosjn. In 



